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ABSTRACT

Michael A. Caudy was born and grew up in Columbus, Ohio. His parents divorced
when he was two, and for about eight years he lived with his mother and sister; for some of
that time his grandparents also lived with them. When he was about ten, his mother married
a theoretical physicist. His stepfather, whom he calls a brilliant scientist, had—at least
subconsciously—a major influence on Caudy’s interest in becoming a scientist. The more
immediate moving force was a summer job for Caudy when he was in high school: a
neighbor was head of a veterinary pathology lab at Ohio State University, and he hired
Caudy to work as a technician.

When he entered the Ohio State University, Caudy had been playing rock guitar for
years; in college he discovered classical guitar, and then he became interested in building
guitars. He also liked to read English literature, so he took longer than usual to complete his
undergraduate work, attending school part time, reading, playing and studying music and
dance, and doing some science, until he finally settled on an English education major. After
college he spent some time teaching in different elementary and junior high schools to learn
about alternative methods of teaching. During these years he maintained a serious interest in
science, primarily physics and mathematics, until he entered the biophysics graduate program
at Ohio State. After a year there he transferred to the University of California, Berkeley, to
David Bentley’s lab, to study theoretical biophysics and neurobiology, with a focus on
developmental neurobiology.

After describing his experiences growing up in the early 1970s, Caudy compares and
contrasts the environment at Ohio State and Berkeley. He then explains his reasons for
accepting a position at Weill Cornell Medical College and describes his lab there. He
discusses his research in mammalian and Drosophila genetics; he describes his work on the
hairy gene and its binding sites, lamenting the difficulty of finding funding. He analyzes the
academic and clinical organization of Weill Cornell Medical College, and the pressures on
medical schools in general. He explains his lack of interest in working for private industry.
He shares his future research agenda while philosophizing about the need for scientists to
have time to ponder larger questions. He explains the specifics of a functional lab, including
funding and size, and stresses the need for creativity and innovation within it.

Although Caudy experiences pressures in his career he claims those pressures have
not detracted from his love of science. He concludes the interview by suggesting policies that
might further the cause of scientific discovery.
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INTERVIEWER:

Andrea R. Maestrejuan, Interviewer, UCLA Oral History Program, B.A., History,
University of California, Irvine, 1988; B.S., Biological Sciences, University of California,
Irvine, 1988; C.Phil., History, University of California, Riverside.

TIME AND SETTING OF INTERVIEW:

Place: Caudy's office, Weill Cornell Medical College.

Dates, length of sessions: November 8, 1996 (135 minutes); November 9, 1996 (123);
November 10, 1996 (143).

Total number of recorded hours: 6.7

Persons present during interview: Caudy and Maestrejuan.

CONDUCT OF INTERVIEW:

This interview is one in a series with Pew Scholars in the Biomedical Sciences
conducted by the UCLA Oral History Program in conjunction with the Pew Charitable
Trusts's Pew Scholars in the Biomedical Sciences Oral History and Archives Project. The
project has been designed to document the backgrounds, education, and research of
biomedical scientists awarded four-year Pew scholarships since 1988.

To provide an overall framework for project interviews, the director of the UCLA
Oral History Program and three UCLA faculty project consultants developed a topic outline.
In preparing for this interview, Maestrejuan held a telephone preinterview conversation with
Caudy to obtain written background information (curriculum vitae, copies of published
articles, etc.) and to agree on an interviewing schedule. She also reviewed prior Pew scholars'
interviews and the documentation in Caudy's file at the Pew Scholars Program office in San
Francisco, including his proposal application, letters of recommendation, and reviews by Pew
Scholars Program national advisory committee members.

For general background on the recent history of the biological sciences, Maestrejuan
consulted J.D. Watson et al., Molecular Biology of the Gene. 4th ed. Menlo Park, CA:
Benjamin/Cummings, 1987, and Bruce Alberts et al., Molecular Biology of the Cell. 3rd ed.
New York: Garland, 1994.

The first tape is organized chronologically, beginning with Caudy's childhood in
Columbus, Ohio, and continuing through his graduate work at Ohio State University and
University of California, Berkeley. The remainder of the interview is organized by topic.
Major topics discussed include the funding of science in the U.S., the nature of cutting-edge
science, and Caudy's research extending work on Drosophila into mammalian species.
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